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an equalisation of the osmotic pressure in the two liquids
is to be expected:
The osmotic pressure of many other animal fluids has
been examined. The table on p. 271 contains a few data
concerning the same.
The figures given in this table have only a relative value,
as fluids from different individuals were examined, and in
such cases no inconsiderable variations are always found.
For this reason we give a series of observations made upon
the body fluids of a single individual; these show that
osmotic equilibrium exists between the various body fluids
(with the exception of the urine).
DEPRESSION OF THE FREEZING-POINT.
Of cow's milk............................. 0.570
Of the serum of the same cow...............  0.570
Of the amniotic fluid....................... 0.575
The considerable differences that exist between the ob-
servations of various authors (see, for example, the table
on p. 269) are probably attributable to errors in experi-
mental technique or differences in the instruments used;
we shall return to these later, yet it may be said in passing
that greater attention should be paid to such mistakes than
has thus far been the case in physiology, for these differ-
ences in the data obtained imperil the conclusions drawn
therefrom.
The great importance in diagnosis of a study of the
osmotic behaviour of the blood and of the urine has been
shown most clearly by v. Koranyi. Koranyf s work has
been followed by that of many other observers. By de-
termining the freezing-point of the blood and of the urine
it is possible to discover a lessened permeability of the